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THE CARIBREAN

1 Manzanillo
Located in the Gandoca-
Manzaniiio Reserve, 20 km
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Finding the best time and
ideal place for an ultimate

e
surf adventure in Costa Rica e 1 Mﬂﬂ:ﬁ'ﬂfﬂﬂ south of Puerito Viejo, the
a is easy te do. All you need is Qther cities 2 Puerlo Viejo northern end of this beach
a brief outline of the different & Black Beach, Cahuila. sporis & fagt break. On con-
surf spots, a8 good idea of how { 4 Wesifalia :rur;]:;r e :n#t.:em lﬂd[.:.ﬂ': vir=
to get there and when conditions 5 Uwvita Island WAIY DO SUT IMGRISP
ﬂ are peak. Costa Rica’s elimatic and ] & Bonile Beach heavily protected by a large
geographical varigtions ean be 7 The North coral real, Although surf is not
I B aivided into four differsnt surf i A a heavily practiced sport at
regions: the Atlantic or Caribbean, this beach, diving, sea kayak-
th & Potrero Grande ing, trekking the reserve and
e North Pacific, the Central i
72 Pacific, and the South Pacific 8 Naranjo Beach observing the nesting of tur-
The Eﬂ'rlbbaan St s at Pavones require a south (Witch's Rock) tles in the nearby Gandoca-
defined F f J swell, characteristic of the - 10 Grande Beach Manzanille Lagoon are among
J M, ": E:f J HH"“EE:”:T “5’""”-" i winter months in the L 11 Tamarindo Beach other options. Although the
ataarfm:;:i th:fga:ihha:n H:i.'iﬂnr::ﬁﬂ p Southern Hemlephere (July- : 12 Langosta (RORL S T, M A i
ﬂ short but extremely powerful swells o - Hauemhar] i 13 Avelianas sttt ) e L
S BOE I SXT wnrﬁ:r -‘L ot - Cosfa Rica’s diversity and . ks and the several restaurants
‘ The N. gm Pacifi I :"ﬂ " tremendous variety of surf Negra Beach around can dish up seme
‘ Ed or i acific generally has spots make it possible to surf excel- 15 Mosara axcellent, typlcal Carlbbaan
(m g:ssi:tiit'ﬁ:rﬁ::ﬂr:: ﬂ:fh:::ynu lent waves all year long. The short C 16 Coyote Beach qutaine -farmiarying v
travel distances and different 17 Mal Pais
s, :‘:::: ::‘;‘:gﬂﬂsg‘::::ﬁ; ﬂ’:;‘;fhmm regions provide traveling surfers d 18 Cabuya 2 Suerio I"T'IFT'I _ﬂ
= R, L P with the possibility not only to expe- . 19 Boca Barmranca '
F The Central Paclfic is an rience magic and adventure while 20 Caldera Port
ol sxposed stretch of coast viziting interesting and unigue parts 21 Tivives Beach
ﬂ ™ T Hﬂp stk i of the country, but to score a varlety i
"h} hn‘*ﬁ R, Y ATISNLY of world class point breaks, reefs :
LiMENS surlers as one of the most o heanth g £ all 22 Escondida Beach
ﬂ' ""’.':""'--.‘"' consistent areas. 2 I oo O 871, you 23 Jacd Beach
Vi can surf in warm water all year
b access from the % 25 Ha Beach
x Costa Rica experfences semi-diurnal mosa An area with plenty of surf, but
e di YA Eﬂnfamaml tidal differences. Extreme tidal varia- S Mpst Estoriflos most well known for the biggest
T e ”;:: on the Pacific coastline often 27 East Esterilios and most powerful wave in
a : a t certain breaks. But, the long, 28 Bejuco Costa Rica, “SALSA BRAVA" or
:;Itifk’ aﬂf resta "J*_" irregular coastline always guaran- 29 Boca Damas "MEAN SALSA". This thick,
:“:j ' cr;nm:mr.:; ? ) tees quality waves for hard core 300 voluminous, Hawallan-atyla
m::.;‘: E Ei’:r:;‘: ”;. aurfers wiiling to explore. 31 Espadilia Beach wave bulids in deep water snd
roke I an TdesT *.ﬂ, Stop in at any local surf shop 32 EI ey Beach bioaks on = shallow reef. The
Tes o atarrs aig or befriend a local to learn o right will usually be steep and
Eﬂca surf aﬂ'iren o about the best conditions for i Dominical Beach fubultar and its left will also
. o i the different breaks. Drake Bay provide a short, but sweet ride.
. With so many different beach- 35 Matapalo Puerto Viejo Is approximately a
tiRar il o8 and locations 1o choose 36 Pavones 3-1/2 hour drive frem San José.
a5 a wide range o from. Costa Hice Is The Ideal 37 Punta Burica Plenty of restaurants and hetel
- Borme oTThe place for an unforgettable surf trip. ::T:;"::::’”""' ara avaliable
" E.S. s Grab your stick, wax up and read up ;
like the point break P MR B S IARGHIS SPOLS. 3 Black Beach, Cahuita.
“g-l" . An excellent beach break, nol
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well known and therefore nof
heavily visited. Neverthelass,
there are waves all year
round, To reach Black Beach,
take the road fo Puerio Viajo.
Take a left aboul 2 km before
the Cahuita National Park

| enlrance. Affer approximately
a 10 minute drive from there,
you will find the point - a
wall kepl secrel with a fow
W&, surfars living In tha
area. The area hosts a variety
of food and lodging aceom-
maoadalions.,

4 Westtalia

A girelch of beach breaks
extending south from Limdn
te Cahuita, affering lefts and
rights thaf tend fo close oul
when the swell gels too big.
Food and Fﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂmg aocommao=
dafions aré recammaended in
Limdn or Cahuita.

5 Uwvita Island

An island off the coast of
Limén where a perfect bul
dangerous left breaks on a
reaf. Isia Uwita i about 8 20
minute boal ride from Limon
with passage avalilable only
al certain times of the year.

6 Bonita Beach
A poinitfreal break khown
for its very thick, powerful

a sghorl and easy drive up the
coast from Limda,

1 I The Noith Caribbean Coast

Y Tt shiliGe ahraral Gtaseh

| breaks ig localed along the

| coast of the Torfuguers

] National Park where some of
Cosla Rica's largest rivers
meel the Caribbean 5ea.
Extreme condifions and the
pregence of sharks at these
river moulths can deler any
hardeore surfer. Most
towrists visil the area (o
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and dangerous lefl, Access Is

sportfigh at thesse rFiver
mouths or boal through the
Tartuguero canals and
assese itg rich biodiversily.
July to November vigitors
come to wilness the nesling
of the Green Turtes.
Overnight lodging is avail-
able. The most praclical ways
to get there are fo My or rent
a boat from about 2 km north
of Playa Bonita or from a
small port ¥ kim north of
Limén.

NORTH PACIFIC COAST

8 Potrero Grande

A very remate right poimt
break with very fast and hol-
low waves. Localed about
270 kma north of San Josd
with no road access. You can
rent a boat out of Playas del
Coco or Playa Ocolal. Thera
are no facilities thers, but
camping /s a possibility.

9 Naranjo Beach
{Witch's Rock)

One of FTET,
the best beach breaks in the
cauntry, with very strong off-
shore winds from December
te March. This remote spot is
lecalted in the Santa Rosa
Naftional Park, about 38 km.
naorth of Liberia. A good 4WD
is a must. For long slays,
camp grovnds are sef up but
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no facilities are available. I}
is also possible to boal over
from El Coce or Ocolal. Dot
forget your mosguife net!

10 Grande Beach
Beach break located about 20
minutes narth af Tamarinda,
It g a recent addition to the
Matlonal Park System as an
affart to pratect the area as a
nesting ground for
Leatherback Turtles. It Is
accesaible by road, ar an
aasy 45 minute walk sacross
the Tamarindo Estuary and
dawn the beach. A couple of
accommodations and restau-

rants are avallable. e

11 Tamarindo Beach —®

A good, central location for
North Pacific surfing. Plenty

of hotel and restaurant
o f—
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accommedations are avall-
able and easily accessible,
along with local surf shops
and ding repair facilities.
Surf spots consist of:

Pica piqurrrn-. a rocky pm’n!.
, El Estero,

rody Y

an excellent river mouth
break and Henry's paint,
another rocky point break.

12 Langosia

A right and left point break
that curls off the mouth of a
small river, localed 1 km
gouth af Tamarinde. Easily
accesgible.
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