Costa Rica them all!

Fishing just doesn’t gel any batter than
vou will find In friendly, peoceful Costg
Rica, and becauss this is o small nalion,
it's possibile to enjoy it oll an o single visit,
perhaps with o day of while waler :nl‘h’ﬂg
and @ vilcana ond rain fares lor thrown

in,
O the Pacific, Ir's comman fo refease o dozen or
more saild and éven o marlin or hwo In a single
day, ead nat unusval fo relecse mare than .;% sail-
fish a day. There are also dolphin finclding the
long-standing Intamatianal Game Fish Association s
alltockis record 87 pounder), giont vallowfin tune,
wahoo, cubera, roosterfish, a variahy of snapper,
grouper, blue runners, rainbow ronners, snaok and
much more. And Costa Rice boal aperators release
all Billfish thot ore not recard contenders, so the
of the resowrce is assured,
il'.ﬁf: a.[l'-uh'n‘;& ?;-nﬂmr f m{iﬁﬂd;,:ﬁ?.l billfisk
relecmes anglars in s wios asiob.
fished in gmfﬂ Rica a few years ago during the
International Sailfish Teurnameant. And ol wara
cought on 20-pawvactiest line, Al losh count, there
wire mare than 70 current IGFA world record Fish
fram Costa Rica walers including 17 alltackle
ml'lhl:mlr‘1 % not been
ere’ not a in recent
witheut three or rrurem;upﬂ EWWHM
mﬁd on local charter boats, with sailfish,
block and striped marlin released on
Hmmmlmﬂmng'ihm, with three of
four billfish species released the same
day. are routine during peak season.
If hanging o giam billfish on o fiy rod Is more o
your taste, o number of chorter oparalors specialk-
ize in big gome Hy fishing. The First Pacific blue
marlin aver cavght on a hy was faken in Cosho
Rico along with eight other marlin and sailfish rip-
peteloss IGFA records, The Annual Billy Pate
internctional Sailfish Fly Fishing Tournamant eansis-
tenfly posts the highest calch and relsase records
of any similar leurnament in the workd,
The Ea-"l.‘bhll'l coast offers an enti
diffarent tyne, of fshing, with e bcisos
nd even a luxury houseboat accommodar-
anglers in of
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The elllackls 53 B 10 az. IGFA
snook recard wos cavght of the
micuth of the Parisming Eiver ond
hos been in the books since

Light tackle Rshing wp river in Hhe
back walars and

unsurpassed, especially when the

rge oz o safball, disploys the
shadings of rainbow lraw and
has the fishing character-

ishics of a largemoulh

Bers, buf is related fo nei:

ther. ﬂw.i.rrg al J_,."'E-ch:,'
faurnoment of laoke

Aranal nat long age, the

ing hwe-man leam
we.-ghed in a record 17

fish at 91 lbs. 5 oz

IGFA record for the species,
fouwnd oy in Coste Biea and
pots of Micarague, is [ b, B
az., and was caught in

Hule [shown as la
an some maps/, a
sizad loke near
Son Miguel, but vary difficult 1o
logo Cote, just above
Arenal, Cafic Negro Lagoan in
northern Guonacoste, and Loke
wd, locoted ocross e
wt most easily oocessed
from Costa Rica are other inland

¥ o | .:.. ;-" .'.

e Funning.

smicl snook that swaem e
Rio Colorads area from about
Seplember Hrough November,
somalimes ovaropping os muc
a5 @ manth either way

aight and nine poundars fairhy
Rainbow bass (guopals), moja-

rra, vieja, mochaca, coffish,
drvem, alligafor gar and ather
ight tackle spacies olio abound,
ile serwlish and frashwonler
sharks are occosiong
wall up the river, us
al night with nu:rl'f;fn'a.l bait. s
Guapole are a largemawth bass
Fishermen's dream, and are
;II!M -Emhl:f ‘s jl'l:l-l.f m.IH .Fﬂf
bazs at hame, rmdi.f}-' fakin

spinner baits, figs and cran

5.
Far the decleeted frash water
Fsharman, Coifa Rico ofso offers
rally hundreds of miles of
rivars and some lokes that
always provide planty of spovt;
Loke Aranal Is
Inlond waler, loeated
four-haw drive from San losé. #'s
kaded with rainbow bass, a
member of the cichlid family as
is the peacock baoss found in
soma parts of Soulh America and
mare recently inlroduced
Flarida mmhmm nr].lcr.ln
develops o bizarre hump at the
back of its heod thar con ba o3

Many rvers also have rainbow
berss, along with bobo fo fresh
il; majarra, oncdhar
colarful ::ghhm nmh:l the
umpale haf i Itke a ghanf
egill with teath: machaca,
often colled scrbaivlo, ar file fors
pon, because of its ocrobatic
that make it o fovarite of
man; deam end athars,
O (8 Y e
IIWE: that is home o the
st barpon you're likely fo
find in the co

pounds. It also has sncok,
drum, guapate and atfees of
thase mentioned above,
Thara is rainbow trouwt fishing in
Costo Rica, buf accass o mosf of
the more produchive areas 1
ing. Trout eggs from the

of Amarico warg
first stocked in many of the coun-
fry's high elevation rivers and
streoms more thon 20 years ogo,
and the ranbaws now prope.
gafe nofurathy. Access fo the irout
wolers genarally is very difficulf
vires o guide and o
ul there are some sxcap-
tions including o section of the
Savegre River near Son Gerordo

immediately become airborne, often

I:dhrwnmud:dw wmrd . hwisting

and turning, to an i,

time affer time. =ron

Mot operators on the Caribbean have put in big:

ger ond faster boats in recenl years, and are now

able to get cut the river mouths mare fraquently

whan the swf is up and where tarpon offen spread

for acras just offshore. When they are sch

nat unusval fe jump three ar mare of the Silver
an a single cast, as ane fish throws the lure

anather picks It up the momeant it fils the

wlar
The larger boals are alse oble ko moke e longer
run to the less fraquendly fished Sen Juen River
Ehﬂm it furmlr.lsu'l'rhha bu::rh nill:'lem Costo Rico and
icarmgua, With miles ns and finy kokes
tucked into the jungls, it hmn '.-'E.rlml'l'r;-r
untouched by fishermen for nearly wo decades,
and represents a new harizon for anglers based in
Costa Rica, on aasy run by boat fram the Barra,
ts now available providae shill
ancther cplien. Tarpan fishermen on the cutside
have leng found barraceda, jocks, ki
Iripletai], cubera, grouper, jewfish a
ovmesfars jush outsida the river mowlhs, but with
{ and some infansive fraining of the
rmen an the narthern Caribbean leday
regularly coich ofl of the ohove mlong with Atlantic
sailfish, dorada, wahoo, luna fo over 100 pounds
even an cccosienal Aoatic blue marlin,
beaen known for the basl snoak
Fish moar olten

The 23- to 25fcar

FHOTC COLRTESY Of BT BLHLCRY

Costa Rica has [a
action in the
cought fishing from share near the river moulfs.

lake Arenal is cpen fo

N

fishing throughout the year, bt
Hhere are closed seasans in mas)
infond waters, and o valtd Casla
Rican fishing license ia required

Frenshaecatir f.i.'l-hirrg in the cown=

Iry, Seagons may vary, s i is
bast to check ahead of fima
when planning o g, Most
guidas and resorls cataring o
infond fisharmen provide the
licanse ax porl of their pockages.
Because Costo ﬁfmn::: w
nafian geagraphically, a8's
hardly anyploce vou cant reach
within a hours drive. The
fishimg areas en bolh coosts ore
sarvicad by regularly scheduled
;ilr:g-l:fuﬂrr}r airlines and charter
ighfs,
There is alwmes planty of actian
sameploce in Ihe couniry, bul
vories wilfa ml'g.rp palfgrns,
seasons and prevailing wind,
weather, currents and olfer nal

wral conditions af ony ?n’uﬂl Hime.
&

The bes fime o com =F.-rn5 in
Conta Ricad Whenever Yo can
get heral

Prowinge: main city
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Pacific Coast
I'*- Sanio Eleno Cope
2 Coco’s Baoch

J- Oeadrl Beach
4- Sande Cataina
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20k Jaco Beach

13- Carrills Beach
14*% Cabo Bianco
15. Tambor Beach
14 Nlil:l:.-l:l Gl.--'n:'
17- Puniaramas

18- Punka leona
12 Herradura Bay

& Flamingo Baoch
A Vaio Copa

8. Tamarinds apﬁ:.ll
@7, Mpzaro Baoch
Ik Funfo Glones
[1- Crovze Bageh

I 2 Sdmara Beoch

i4- Pusrfa Jiménaz

;:I_ Eﬂl"k.".-l’]‘.'.' EI"H'.I:"'
23 Dominies! Baaeh 'Elll"ihh&“l"l
24. Drake Bay
25" Cofo’s lslond
24 Moapale Cape

J0 Pusrta Vieio
5 Pofrero Beach 3 Arenal Vale:
T T TRl ol Rk N e e . i il

Pacific Coast

The Pacific Coastal region is divided roughly info fhe
Morthermn, Cantrod and Southern fishing arees, with con.
diions varying with sthe seasons in each area.

Northern Pacific
Cabe Blance te the Gulf of Papagaye

Fl'ﬂl*'u'ﬂgﬂ- Baach, with a fulfservos maving, is the
ma)or :pﬂrlf.i,shl'ng center in the northarn cooshal e,
buw! boats alse chader out of nearby Coco's beach,
Tamarinde, Qeota, Potrere, Brosilite and a few points
in behwaan. & bif further south, there ore bools cparaf
ing below Cobo Blanca, ouf of Nosara, Garza,
Samara and Carrifle beach, a region ihal gels more
prafechicn fram the winds thel nermolly Blow lafe
Decambar infe Meveh and Apvil. Some boods from the
TG ﬂDrThE.’:Lana!- alten base af Carrille beach from
aboul Deasmbar I'hrnu,_:llﬁ March if the wind is I:I'nwmg
and e mein bilfish populafion is maving Aaith from
fe caniral coastal arao,

Seasons

MARLIN Caught avery month of the year, with mid -
Movamber fo sarly March axceptional, then slewing o
bit from April inte E'l:u'IF Juna whan if picks up again,
peaking in August ong Sephamber

S:AH.F!EH 'Eﬂl.lglﬁ.l Iﬁfﬂug.llm.l.l tha PG, wilth .’l.'l-n_:,-'
n"u-l:lu'g'.'l Avgust normally the lop season, Thay may
Begin fo thin ow in trar and the slowest monihs
are rom lofe .-ﬂ.ug\-:.l;r.] ugh Moegmibar

TUNA Pk months are probably Augus through
Clctobar, but when olf else foils, there ove always funa,
anytime of ffe vear you wanl fo keak for them, and
mare often thaon not whan wou'd just o soon ovaid
them to concantrate on Billiah. The yellowdin and
soma bBigeye lina ara oflan found wall inside ke Sanfa
Catafing lslands, 30 minues or less nmning fime from
the baach, while schoois of 12 do 20 pounders ara
usuall Lr.'ln:-r:r.nr an $
culside. You frequen

find concentrations of 40
fo &0 pownd funa, and
thare are planly
af e 200 o




